
Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week 2019 Partner Toolkit

Basic Rules of Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week 

Lunch is a minimum of two courses for $16 per person. Dinner is a minimum of three courses for $32 

per person. If your restaurant is open for both lunch and dinner you must offer the Savor deal for both. 

If your restaurant is only open for dinner, then you only offer dinner. See additional menu tips below. 

Your restaurant profile will not be live on SavorSarasota.com until the following items are submitted:

o Contact info and restaurant details

o Menus uploaded to SavorSarasota.com: dinner and lunch (where applicable)

o Photos uploaded to highlight your restaurant and food

o (2) $50 gift certificates

o Chef photo and bio (optional)

We require that you donate (2) $50 gift certificates to VSC (valid for at least 1 year until June 2020) Mail 

to VSC c/o Project Manager 1777 Main Street Suite 302, Sarasota, FL 34236.

The gift certificates will be distributed to visiting media, preferred travel agents, tour operators and 

select promotional packages to help promote the destination. Your restaurant could garner business 

from large groups or be featured in printed publications, blogs, influential social media channels, etc. 

Having two $50 gift certificates allows us to showcase your restaurant to more than one person.

Menu Tips

Once submitted, changes to your Savor menus will not be accepted during the two-week period of Savor

Sarasota. 

If your restaurant offers more affordable meals, try grouping together several menu items to reach the 

$16 or $32 value. For example, you could include an appetizer, soup/salad, entrée, dessert and an 

alcoholic drink. 

Another idea we have found to be quite successful is having several options for each course. Restaurants

who offered more than the required options (two courses for lunch and three for dinner) received 

higher traffic. 

You are free to offer upgrades to that menu for an additional cost. For example, a wine sampling for 

each course for an additional $10. Or upgrading the quality of meat for X amount. 

The top 5 most visited profiles on SavorSarasota.com for 2018 were:

1. The Capital Grille

2. Hyde Park Prime Steakhouse

3. Crab & Fin

4. Ophelia’s on the Bay

5. The Rosemary



Important Dates

April 8, 2019 All restaurant registration forms and gift certificates are due to VSC to be included in 

print opportunities. Restaurants submitting forms after the deadline will be included in 

the promotion on www.SavorSarasota.com only.

It is highly suggested that restaurants submit their menus ASAP, as the sooner they are 

live on the website, the better chance the restaurant and menu will receive 

publicity/press. 

June 3 & 7 SRQ Airport Activation Opportunity. A chance for disembarking passengers to sample 

food. Limited space available. 

Savor Sarasota Opportunities

You can choose to be considered for participation in these opportunities when you fill out the 

registration form on SavorSarasota.com. When VSC secures a time and date, the opportunities will be 

filled on a first come first served basis to those who were interested upon registration. 

VSC will provide tables and linens for these events, but anything else (food, restaurant staff, etc.) is to be

provided in-kind from the restaurants selected. 

Print opportunities: This includes the rack card that is distributed to local chambers, hotels, etc. 

throughout the county. We print about 15,000 of them and will include restaurant name, area of the 

county and phone number. SavorSarasota.com will be listed as well so patrons can see a complete list of

participants. Large foam boards of the rack card are also printed and displayed at Savor events, 

activations and VSC visitor centers (inside the Greater Sarasota Chamber of Commerce, the Venice Area 

Chamber of Commerce and the Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport). 

Kick-Off Event: This event is held a few weeks preceding restaurant week. Attendees will include local 

media, bloggers, county commissioners and other community influencers. Depending on the event 

space, we invite about 5 restaurants to serve samples of food from their Savor menu. 

On-air chef opportunities: VSC purchases broadcast spots to promote Savor Sarasota Restaurant Week 

with several outlets in the local and regional area. Past outlets include Channel 10 in St. Petersburg and 

ABC-7 here in Sarasota. These partners are chosen at the discretion of VSC staff so that there is a variety 

of restaurants highlighted. 

Earned media opportunities in print, digital and broadcast outlets: These partners are chosen at the 

discretion of VSC staff so that there is a variety of restaurants highlighted. 

Social media posts and videos, and digital amplification of custom content featuring select Savor 

Sarasota restaurants: VSC will post and promote content on the website and social media channels 

throughout Savor. We encourage restaurants to repurpose our content or create your own on your 

social media channels. 

Airport Activation: Greet disembarking passengers at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport and have

them sample food from the Savor menu from local restaurants. There are typically 8 spots for this 

opportunity. 

http://www.SavorSarasota.com/


VSC Visitor Center Activation Opportunity: Welcome visitors to Sarasota County from two of VSC’s 

visitor centers located in Downtown Sarasota and the Venice Area Chamber of Commerce. Limited spots

available.

Savor Sarasota Extensions

Many restaurants choose to extend their Savor deals through the month of June and even as far as 

September/October in addition to the mandatory Savor Sarasota event dates of June 1-14. That choice is

completely up to you. If you would like to extend your Savor Sarasota deals, we will continue to promote

you through press releases, VSC website presence, etc. You must still participate in Savor Sarasota rules:

-Not changing your menu

-Offering the Savor menu while your restaurant is open for lunch and/or dinner


