
VSC Executive Committee Meeting Minutes March 7, 2017 

Attendees: Drayton Saunders, Pete Norden, Steven High, Virginia Haley 
Excused absence: Michael Klauber 
 
Pete Norden informed the Committee of his promotion as Vice President of Sales for I Heart 
Radio over the entire Tampa market, including Sarasota.  It will require a move to Tampa and 
he will no longer be able to serve on the VSC Board.  The Committee recognized his 
contributions to the VSC.  This will mean that Steven High will move into the President’s 
position in October.  The Nominating Committee identified a candidate for the Treasurer 
position for October and Virginia Haley will contact that individual to see if they can assume the 
position now. 
 
Virginia reported that there was another poor month of sales from the Miles team and that the 
sales person was no longer with Miles.  Miles has brought on another sales person and is adding 
a top digital person for a significant push in the market because they know they are under 
performing. 
 
The Committee discussed the Visit Florida situation in Tallahassee.  Tourism Day is next week 
and Virginia will be attending.  The Florida Association of Destination Marketing Organizations 
has retained a public relations firm to help the industry tell the story of tourism marketing to 
the public.  VSC is being asked to contribute $10,000 toward the cost, using unspent funds from 
Bayfront in the budget.  The Committee discussed the potential downside with a backlash from 
those opposed to tourism funding.  It was agreed that this should be on the board agenda and 
Virginia will make the case for the expenditure from private sector funds. 
 
Virginia informed the Committee that the Clerk’s office (which perfoms the audit function for 
County reimbursements) had made inquiries about the VSC’s sports grant program and the 
meetings incentive program.  Virginia provided detailed information on both programs.  This 
could be a result of publicity regarding the Visit Florida sponsorships of entertainers.  
 
It was noted that National Tourism Week will be celebrated with a lunch on May 10 and that 
the VSC is bringing back the awards. 
 
There was a brief update on the Sarasota Bayfront project and the recent joint meeting of the 
Stakeholders and the SBPO.  There is a Stakeholders Task Force meeting next week to work on 
re-organizing the Stakeholders so they can move out of the VSC umbrella.  
 
 


