
 

 

FY 2017 Marketing Council 

January 18th, 2016, 3:30 PM 

Michael’s on the Bay at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens 

900 S. Palm Avenue 

Sarasota, FL 34236 

 

Meeting Minutes: 

Committee members in attendance: Russell Matthes, Anna Foster, Sam Lowry, Laurie Pike, Sandra Rios, 
Jill Luke 

Absent: Annette Gueli, Bob Maehling 

VSC staff in attendance:  Erin Duggan, Dianne Fisher 

• Welcome 

• Discussion 

- Building the Foundation for the FY18 Marketing Plan:  Erin Duggan discussed the need 
to begin planning for fiscal year 2018 in January.  In April, the committee will make 
suggestions and approve the FY18 plan.  In July, the plan will be up for approval by the 
county commission.        

- Topics for the Marketing Outlook & Summit; Erin Duggan discussed plans for the 
Marketing Outlook & Summit, taking place on January 31st, 2017.  Following marketing 
outlook presentation, attendees will participate in breakout sessions.  These roundtable 
discussions will include brainstorming for future marketing.  The Atlanta Braves’ new 
spring training home moving to North Port will affect VSC funding.  Some amount of TDT 
dollars will be used to build Braves stadium, as well as funding from other sources 
including area airports.  We must continue to focus on meetings and groups, as 1,000 
new rooms need to be filled in Sarasota County this year.  

- Laurie Pike discussed including and focusing on limited service property hotels in 
roundtable groups.  VSC is focused on serving condominium rentals with programming, 
as they are a large portion of vacation rental properties in the area.  Russell Matthes 
shared that his clientele, made up mostly of baby boomers, struggles to find short-term 
rentals on Siesta Key.  Transportation and accommodations are greatest needs.  Sandra 
Rios discussed the need for transportation for the work force and issues with filling 



positions. Erin Duggan shared that visitor services mobility study will be continued in 
April and results will inform decisions on transportation.  Sam Lowry discussed 
economic study indicating that the arts are a significant economic driver.  The lack of 
affordable housing for the tourism work-force was discussed.  It was decide that the 
work force should be a topic discussed in all groups at the summit.  Anna Foster added 
to the discussion, questioning how user-generated online content is affecting tourism.  
Erin Duggan discussed trends in chatter, the dark social media movement and the 
importance of tracking chatter.  It is becoming easier to do so.  Drones and virtual reality 
have become more affordable for marketing use.  VSC’s collaboration with The Circus 
Arts Conservatory on the Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Washington DC this summer 
was discussed.   

- Committee members were asked to email Erin Duggan between now and January 31st 
with any additional feedback for the Marketing Outlook & Summit.                              

-  
• October meeting minutes were unanimously approved by email on 1/23/17. 

• Upcoming Events: Visit Sarasota County Marketing Summit, January 31st, 8:30AM at TPC 

Prestancia 

• Upcoming Meetings: April 19th and July 19th at 3:30 PM 


